Il's game plan to achieve regime and state survival as "reform by stealth."
U.S. Interests in the Koreas
The United States has a broad set of interests in the region. It seeks to maintain a favorable balance of power and foster world order in this quadrant of the world. Japan's paralysis: As Japan often seems keen to separate its commercial interests from regional security responsibilities, it has been incumbent on the United States to include Japan in a confidence-building grouping to ease North Korea's transition and prepare for the future prospect of a strong united Korea as a regional competitor. Japan, which was South Korea's largest trading partner before the 1997 Asian economic downturn, has a crucial role to play in it neighbor's recovery. In the short term the most important contribution Japan can make to South Korea's economic resurgence is to strengthen its own financial system so that it can promote capital flows into South Korea.
Objectives of Current U.S. Policy
The 1998 regional security goals. Linkages should be made more explicit, e.g., the successful realization of these goals is also likely to result in medium-and longterm improvements in human rights practices throughout the region, a high priority issue for many domestic constituencies. Thus, to harmonize U.S. use of various policy instruments requires consistent attention to policy coordination in Washington and extensive consultations with the regional players, both bilaterally and in multilateral forums.
